electronics on-line 
modifying DVD players 


how to change region codes 


As a kind of sequel to 
last month's edition of 
‘electronics on-line’ 
we have located a 
number of websites 
covering the ‘hot’ 
subject of how to 
modify the region 
code setting of con- 
sumer-market DVD 
players. 


The DVD (digital video disc) seems 
poised for a commercial breakthrough, 
and sales volumes of consumer DVD 
players rise accordingly. Unfortunately, 
under considerable pressure of the 
almighty film industry, DVD hardware 
manufacturers are forced to fit their 
products with a restriction that allows 
a DVD to be played in a certain region 
only. 

This has been achieved by dividing 
the world into six regions. Europe and 
Japan, for example, represent region 2, 
while the U S of A are region 1. A DVD 
player bought in a European country 
will refuse to play a DVD bought in the 
USA and having region code 1. This is 
particularly bad and disappointing for 
film fans, because they have to wait for 
a film to be DVD-released in Europe, 
while the American version has been 
available for some time already. 

Of course, some whiz kids came up 
with solutions to this problem. Most 
DVD players are designed and built in 
a way that enables the manufacturer to 
easily adapt each basic version for a 
particular region code. In most coun- 
tries companies exist offering so-called 
region-free DVD players, or an 
upgrade to your existing player for 
around 100 pounds. 

The Internet is not only a vast 
resource for addresses of these compa- 
nies, but also for do-it-yourself modifi- 
cation documents. Some of the most 
ingenious hacks consist of modifica- 
tions to the firmware (i.e., the program 
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executed by the processor inside the 
DVD) and tell you which bits have to 
be modified. 

A good starting point with a gener- 
ous overview is offered by Data Test- 
lab at 
http://www2.datatestlab.com/region- 
hacks/regionhacks_players.htm 
On this site you will find a series of 
brands and types as well as links to 
many other sites including Planet 
DVD at 
http://www.planet-dvd.ch/ 

CineHome at 

http://www.cinehome.de/ 

and the French-language Dézonage at 
http://perso.club-internet.fr/hitcher/ 
dezone.html 

Another site with extensive informa- 
tion on converting certain players goes 
by the name of DVD-utils and may be 
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found at 


http://www.dodutils.com/homedvd.htm 
Clear photographs show, for example, 
where to remove resistors from circuit 
boards, or connect extra cables. 

There’s even a special website ded- 
icated to converting Sony players only: 
the Sony DVD codefree site at 
http://members.xoom.com/sonydvd/ 

If you want more background 
information on this subject, take a look 
at Eric Smith’s DVD Information 
pages, they may be found at 
http://www.brouhaha.com/~eric/video/dvd/ 

Adapting your DVD player for 
compatibility with a certain region 
code is not illegal as long it is for pri- 
vate and personal use. Be warned, 
however, that any modification to the 
hardware may void your warranty. 
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